196      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
Ibn Dhil-Nun was indignant and resolute to invade
Cordova ; he concluded a treaty with Ferdinand I,
king of Castille to ensure his neutrality while engaged
with his adversary. He then marched on Cordova
with a huge army and Ibn Jihwar appealed to Ibn al-
Aftas, king of Badajoz and to Ibn Abbad, for help.
The former responded to the appeal but the latter
refused on the pretext that he was himself engaged in
fighting the Emir of Caramonia. After several small
and indecisive battles the two armies finally met
between Cuenca and Toledo. The forces of Cordova
and Badajoz were commanded by Al-Harith ibn al-
Hakam, the most noted soldier of that age, while Ibn
Dhil-Nun commanded his own army, A long and
fierce battle was fought in which the king of Toledo
was victorious. The defeated army retired to Cordova.
Ibn Jihwar, who was an old man bent with age and
despair, was frightened ; while his son Abdul Malik
who was engrossed in luxury and pleasure in the
palaces of Al-Zahra, at last rose to save the situation
and appealed for help to Al-Mutadid, his friend and
companion in youth. He welcomed him and promised
to grant his request, but the victorious army had by
that'time encircled Cordova, besieged it and cutoff all
its communications. Some of the knights of Cordova
left the city secretly and hurried again to Ibn Abbad
to acquaint him with the imminent danger. Ibn
Abbad considered this a favourable opportunity to
realize a part of his great project and at once despatched
his army under the command of his son Muhammad,
accompanied by his vizier and counsellor Ibn Ammar,
to save the city. A decisive battle was fought between
the forces of Ibn Abbad and those of Ibn Dhil-Nun,
under the walls of Cordova, in which Ibn Dhil-Nun
was defeated and retired to Toledo with his vanquish-
ed army.
The guiding spirit of Ibn Abbad was at that time
his vizier, Ibn Ammar, a man of great intelligence